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Govt okays ~11,440 cr RINL revival planDoT to get 687 MHz  
of unused spectrum 

SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY 
New Delhi, 17 January 

The Union Cabinet has 
approved a one-time 
re-farming of unused 

mobile spectrum allocated to 
ministries that will result in 
the Department of Teleco -
mmunications (DoT) receiving 
687 MHz of spectrum, 
Telecom Minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia said on Friday. 

With this, the total spec-
trum available for the telecom 
sector will reach to 1,587 MHz. 
A committee of secretaries had 
been set up to look at the 
amount of spectrum each 
ministry had been allocated 
and whether it was being pro-
ductively used, he said at the 
COAI Digicom Summit 2025. 

Of the 687 MHz spectrum 
approved, 328 MHz spectrum 
will be released immediately. 
“Some spectrum will be made 
available by the end of next 
year and then some by the end 
of 2028 and 2029 which pre-
pares us for 2030,” the minister 
said. The refarmed spectrum 
comes mostly from the 
defence ministry and the 
Indian Space Research Organ -
isation (Isro), officials said. 

India needs 2,000 MHz of 
spectrum across different 
bands to optimally run mobile 
services by 2030. “Of this, 
across 2G, 3G, 4G and 5G, we 
already have 900 MHz. That 
means, we have a gap of 1,100 
MHz by 2030,” Scindia said. 
DoT has requested for addi-
tional spectrum to make up for 
the balance requirement, 

which will be assessed by the 
committee in a second round 
of consultations by the end of 
the year, he added. 

Telecom industry body 
Cellular Operators Association 
of India (COAI) lauded the 
move. “We are very happy to 
note the Cabinet has already 
allocated the spectrum that 
takes our holding to 320 MHz 
in the first phase, thus leaving 
a deficit of around 400 MHz 
which should be made up in 
the subsequent submissions 
by the Committee of 
Secretaries, to the cabinet,” 
COAI Director General SP 
Kochhar said in a statement. 

At the same event, the min-
ister said state-run telco BSNL 
has completed installation of 
72,000 4G towers, in line with 
its aim of installing 100,000 
towers by mid-2025 and rolling 
out commercial 4G services. 

NBM 2.0 launched  
to boost rural 
broadband reach
SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY 
New Delhi, 17 January 

The government on Friday unveiled the vision 
document for the National Broadband Mission 
(NBM) 2.0, which will provide broadband  
internet connectivity to the remaining 170,000 
villages across the country. 

While launching the scheme, Telecom 
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia said that NBM 2.0 
builds on the success of NBM 1.0. Launched in 
2019, the NBM had targeted broadband access 
to all villages by 2022 through the laying of an 
incremental 3 million km of optical fibre cable 
and increase in tower density from 0.42 to 1 tower 
per thousand of population by 2024. 

But the first phase of the scheme was able 
to establish nearly 800,000 towers, and the tar-
gets could not be reached. Now, NBM 2.0 aims 
to connect the remaining 170,000 villages 
across the country. “Our goal is to ensure that 
at least 60 of every 100 rural households have 
access to broadband connectivity. Additionally, 
we aim to achieve a minimum fixed broadband 
download speed of 100 Mbps,” Scindia said on 
the occasion. 

The minister also launched a mobile app for 
its Sanchar Sathi portal, the government's pri-
mary tool for protecting mobile phone users 
from various frauds such as identity theft, forged 
KYC, and theft of mobile phones. 

Launched in May 2023, the portal detects 
fraudulent connections and triggers re-verifica-
tion. Failing reverification, the number is dis-
connected. Questions have been raised on the 
process followed by the government. But, the 
department of telecom claims the established 
process of built-in checks and balances have 
resulted in zero complaints or grievances till date 
against the portal. The app will help users lodge 
complaints against suspected fraud connections 
straight from the call logs on their phone. 

DHRUVAKSH SAHA 
New Delhi, 17 January 

The Union Cabinet has approved 
a ~11,440 crore package to bail out 
debt-laden public-sector undertak-
ing (PSU) Rashtriya Ispat Nigam 
Limited (RINL), or Vizag Steel, the 
central government said on Friday. 

With this revival package, many 
of the legacy problems that RINL 
used to face will be resolved, said 
Union Minister of Information and 
Broadcasting Ashwini Vaishnaw. 

“The infusion includes ~10,300 
crore as equity capital into RINL 
and Conversion of ~11,440 crore 
working capital loan as 7 per cent 
non-cumulative preference share 
capital redeemable after 10 years 
to keep it as a going concern,” said 
the official statement of the 
Cabinet that met on Thursday. 

RINL operates the 

Visakhapatnam Steel Plant (VSP), 
the only offshore steel plant under 
the government sector in Andhra 
Pradesh. It has an installed capac-
ity of 7.3 million tonnes per annum 
(mtpa) of liquid steel. 

According to the Centre’s state-
ment, the financial 
condition of RINL is 
critical. At the end 
of FY24, RINL had a 
negative net worth 
of ~4,538.00 crore, 
while current assets 
stood at ~7,686.24 
crore, and current 
liabilities were 
~26,114.92 crore. 

“RINL has exhausted the sanc-
tioned borrowing limits from 
banks for working capital and was 
not in a position to get further loans 
from banks. RINL also defaulted 
on the capex loan repayments and 

interest payments in June,” the 
Cabinet said. 

Simultaneously, a lot of efforts 
will be made to secure raw material 
for RINL and modernise the plant, 
according to Vaishnaw. 

“The equity infusion of ~10,300 
crore into RINL will 
help it overcome 
operational prob-
lems related to rais-
ing working capital 
and start blast fur-
nace operations in 
the most productive 
way. This would 
allow the company 
to gradually reach its 

full production capacity, which is 
critical and is in the national inter-
est to have stability in the Indian 
steel market by augmenting steel 
production and also save the liveli-
hoods of employees (regular and 

contractual) and those dependent 
on the operations of the steel 
plant,” the Cabinet said. 

The revival plan envisages that 
RINL will start full production with 
two blast furnaces in January 2025 
and with three blast furnaces in 
August 2025. 

Among other short-term 
bailout measures, RINL had tried 
to stave off its financial issues by 
selling its forged wheel plant in 
Raebareli to the Indian Railways 
last year for ~2,250 crore. The pro-
ceeds of this transaction were 
reportedly used to pay off bank 
loans. 

Poor performance from the 
plant had forced the Railways to 
import forged wheels for semi-
high-speed trains, such as Vande 
Bharat. After the Russia-Ukraine 
war, the national transporter 
imported these wheels from China. 

BJP promises LPG at ~500, 
~2,500 for women in Delhi
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) president J P Nadda on 
Friday released the first part of the party’s 
manifesto for the Delhi Assembly elections, 
announcing ~2,500 monthly aid for women, LPG 
cylinders at ~500, and ~2,500 pension for senior 
citizens. He assured all existing public welfare 
schemes in Delhi would continue if the BJP was 
voted to power. He hit out at the ruling Aam Aadmi 
Party, saying all corruption charges in the existing 
public welfare schemes would be investigated. PTI

SC stays Delhi HC order on 
Ayushman Bharat rollout 
The Supreme Court (SC) on Friday stayed an order 
asking the Delhi government to sign a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU)  
with the Union health ministry by January 5 to 
implement the PM-Ayushman Bharat Health 
Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM). A Bench of 
Justices B R Gavai and Augustine George Masih 
issued notices to the Centre and others seeking 
their responses on a plea filed by the Delhi 
government against the December 24, 2024, 
direction of the Delhi High Court. PTI

Union Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw 
said the package 
would help resolve 
many legacy 
problems that the 
public-sector unit 
used to face 

According to Telecom 
Minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia, BSNL has 
completed installation  
of 72,000 4G towers, in 
line with its aim of 
installing 100,000  
towers by mid-2025 

7th Delhi Assembly fared 
worst in terms of sittings
The outgoing seventh Delhi Assembly 
was the worst performer in terms of the 
total number of sittings held, largely due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, according to 
an analysis by the PRS Legislative 
Research. This is among the Assemblies 
that completed their full five-year term 
since Delhi’s first (1993-98).  

The outgoing Assembly, which held 
74 sittings over the five-year period, met 
for an average of 15 days a year. The 
Assembly sat for an average of three 
hours on the days it met. It passed only 
14 Bills in five years, the fewest for any of 
the previous full-term Assemblies. None 
of the Bills were referred to committees 
for further scrutiny. 

Within each year of the seventh 
Assembly, sessions were adjourned 
without prorogation and were divided 
into parts. This resulted in the House 
meeting for one or two days on several 
occasions, it said. ARCHIS MOHAN

REPORT CARD  
Assembly     Assembly      Sitting       Total number 
                    term                days       of Bills passed 
First             1993-98             130              48 
Second       1998-2003         106               38 
Third           2003-2008         104               35 
Fourth         2008-2013          104               39 
Fifth*          2014                        7                0 
Sixth            2015-20              106               32 
Seventh      2020-25                74               14 
*Elections were held in December 2013. It functioned 
between January and November 2014, and dissolved after 
the Cabinet resigned Source: PRS Legislative Research

This is part of one-time re-farming of 
unused airwaves allocated to ministries 


